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Body Text Comparison — 9/11.5pt

Mercury Text Grade 1

The Origins of Typography

Typography (from the Greek words
TOmog (typos) = form and ypagn(graphy)
= writing) traces its origins to the first
punches and dies used to make seals
and currency in ancient times. The
typographical principle, that is the
creation of a complete text by reusing
identical characters, was first realized
in the Phaistos Disc, an enigmatic
Minoan print item from Crete, Greece,
which dates between 1850 and 1600 BC.
It has been put forward that Roman
lead pipe inscriptions were created by
movable type printing, but this view
has been recently dismissed by the

German typographer Herbert Brekle.
The essential criterion of type identity
was met by medieval print artifacts
such as the Latin Pruefening Abbey
inscription of 1119 that was created by
the same technique as the Phaistos disc.
In the northern Italian town of Cividale,
there is a Venetian silver retable from
ca. 1200, which was printed with
individual letter punches. The same
printing technique can apparently be
found in 10th to 12th century Byzantine
staurotheca and lipsanotheca. Individual
letter tiles where the words are formed
by assembling single letter tiles in

the desired order were reasonably
widespread in medieval Northern
Europe. Modern movable type, along
with the mechanical printing press, was
invented in mid-th century Europe

by the German goldsmith Johannes
Gutenberg. His type pieces from a lead-
based alloy suited printing purposes

so well that the alloy is still used today.
Gutenberg developed specialized
techniques for casting and combining
cheap copies of letterpunches in

the vast quantities required to print
multiple copies of texts. This technical
breakthrough was instrumental in

Mercury Greek

H mpoéAevon ¢ Tumoypagiag

Tumoypagiog (o v eAANVIKN

TOT0¢ Aé€eig (typos) = popen Kot
ypaen (Ypogia) = ypamtag) o

ixvn ¢ oo 10 TP®TO YPoOLES Kt
mieBaivel XpnoLoTIOLEITOL YL VO

yivouv ot 6ppayideg xat vopuopa otny
apyaotnTa. Ta TUTTOYpapLKd apyn,
IOV &ivat 1) Snpovpyla Evog AT poug
KELLEVOL UUTIO TNV ETIOVAXPTOLUOTIOM O
TIVOHOLOTUTIO XOPUKTIPEG, YLX TIPMOTN
Popa Tipaypatomomnke oto Sioko
MG DALGTOV, £VA AUVIYHATIKO OTOLXELO
EKTUTIOONG aTto TNV Mivewn Kpim, v
EAAGS«, 1 ool xpovoAoyeitan peta&l
1850 kot 1600 BC. 'Exet mpotafei 0Tt ot

POHAIKES ETILYPAPES GATIVA 08TyNCEL
SnpovpynOnkav amod v eKTUTIWON
TUTIOV KIVNTd, 0AAG auTr) 1) drtoyn

£XeL IPOOPATA aTtopPipOnKe attd T0
yeppavikd tuvmoypdgog Herbert Brekle.
To Bactko KPLTNPLO TG TRVTOTTHG
TUTIOV GLVAVTHONKE HE HECKLOVIKA
QVTIKELHEVA EKTUTIWONG, OTIOC ) AATIVIKT)
emiypagr Abbey Pruefening tov 1119
TI0V SN povpynONKe pe TV 181 TEXVIKN
omw¢ 1o dioko ¢ Patotov. T fopela
rtodikr) toAn Cividale, vriapxet éva
Bevetoldviko TEUTAO aon L aTto ca.
1200, 10 0TI0l0 TUTIWONKE [E ATOWIKT
emoToAn ypoOiéc. H iSix texvin

EKTUTIWONG HTTOPEL TIPOPavRS va Bpebet
oto 100 pe 120 aova, fulavtiviig
staurotheca kot lipsanotheca. Atopuxn
Kepapidia emioToAn, d1ov ot Aé€elg ov
oxNHotilovTaL aTo T GLVAPHOAGYN O
Kot HOVO TIAAKAKLO ETUGTOAT) TIPOG

™mv emOVUNTA GELP& NTOY APKETK
Siadedopévn oty pecaitwvikn Bopewx
Evpommn. ZUyxpova KviTé TUTov, padi
LLE TO UNYXOVIKO TILEGTIPLO, ETILVOTIOTKE
oTo HEoK TOV auwva 1) Evparn amo

TN YEPHAVIKT Xpuooxooc Johannes
Gutenberg. Kopp&tia TOTIOU TOU 0011d
éva ipofadiopa pe Baon To kphpa
gfummpetovoe v eTdinén g

Medium Text Comparison — 28/31pt

Mercury Text Grade 1

The Origins of Typography

Typography (from the Greek words
TOToG (typos) = form and ypagn(graphy)
= writing) traces its origins to the first
punches and dies used to make seals
and currency in ancient times. The
typographical principle, that is the
creation of a complete text by reusing
identical characters, was first realized
in the Phaistos Disc, an enigmatic
Minoan print item from Crete, Greece,
which dates between 1850 and 1600 BC.

It has been put forward that Roman
lead pipe inscriptions were created by
movable type printing, but this view
has been recently dismissed by the
German typographer Herbert Brekle.
The essential criterion of type identity
was met by medieval print artifacts
such as the Latin Pruefening Abbey
inscription of 1119 that was created

by the same technique as the Phaistos
disc. In the northern Italian town of

Mercury Greek

H mpoéAevon g Tumoypagiag

Tumoypapiag (oo v eAANVIKn
TOTI0G Aé€eic (typos) = popen ko
ypaen (ypapia) = ypamtag) To

[xvn ¢ amod 1o TTPKOTO YPoBLEg Kat
nieBaivel xpnolpomoLeiTaL Yl va
Yivouv oL 6ppayideg Kol VOLLGHA 0TV
apxalotnTa. Ta TUTIOYPAPIKK apXn,
TIov sivat 1) Snpovpyia evog AN PoLG
KELLEVOL ATIO TNV ETIXVAXPTOLIOTIOMON
TIAVOOLOTUTIO XA PAKTPEG, YIX TIPAOTN
Pop& Tpaypatotom)0nke oto diocko

NG PUOTOU, £V KIVIYHATIKO GTOLKELO
EKTUTIOONG oo TNV Mivwikr) Kpntn, Tnv
EAAGSa, 1) omoia xpovoloyeitol Hetady
1850 kot 1600 BC. 'Exst tpotaBsi 011 0oL
POUKIKES ETILYPAPESG GOANVA 08Ty OEL
dnpuovpynOnkav amo Ty eKTUTWON
TUTIOV KV TA, GAAG oUTH) 1) ATToyn

EXEL TIPOCPUTH ATIOPPLPOTKE ATIO TO
vepHaviko Turtoypagog Herbert Brekle.
To Bactko KPLTIPLO TNE TAUTOTITAC
TUTIOV GLVAVTONKE HE HECAIWVIKK

Large Text Comparison — 24/32pt

Mercury Text Grade 1

The Origins of Typography

Typography (from the Greek words tomoc (typos)

= form and ypagn(graphy) = writing) traces

its origins to the first punches and dies used

to make seals and currency in ancient times.

The typographical principle, that is the

creation of a complete text by reusing identical

characters, was first realized in the Phaistos

Disc, an enigmatic Minoan print item from

Crete, Greece, which dates between 1850 and
1600 BC. It has been put forward that Roman
lead pipe inscriptions were created by movable

type printing, but this view has been recently

dismissed by the German typographer Herbert

Brekle. The essential criterion of type identity

was met by medieval print artifacts such as the

Latin Pruefening Abbey inscription of 1119.

Mercury Greek

H mpogAevon ¢ Tumoypagiag

Tumoypaioag (amo Tnv eAANvIKN TUTIOG AEEELG

(typos) = popen Kat ypagr (ypagpia) = ypamtac)
TX LYV TNC oTT0 TO TIPWTO YPOOLEC Kol TteBaivel

X PN OLUOTIOLEITAL VIO VX YIVOUVY 0L 6PPAYIOES KAl

VOULOHa 0TV apxolotnta. Ta Tumoypapika apxn,

IOV £IVAL 1] ST HLOVPYLA EVOC TIAT)POVC KELUEVOU

QTIO TNV ETIOVOX PT|CLLOTION 0T TIAVOLLOLOTUTIO

XOPAKTIPEC, VI TIPWTH POPA TIPUYLATOTIO)ONKE

010 dioko TN¢ PALOTOV, EVA KHIVIYHATIKO GTOLXELO

exTUTIOONG Ao TNV Mivwikny Kpntn, v EAAGOQ,

1 oTtoia xpovoAoyeital petacy 1850 kot 1600 BC.

Exetl mpoTtabel OTL Ol pOUATKES ETILYPAPESG COA VA

00N YNOEL ONULOVPYNONKAY ATIO TNV EKTUTIWOT)

TUTIOV KIVITA, AAG aUTN 1] ATTOYPN EXEL TIPOCPATO

ATIOP PIPONKE ATIO TO YEPHAVIKO TUTIOYPXPOG

Herbert Brekle.



